
© 2009 Autodesk 



© 2009 Autodesk 

A World Leader in 2D and 3D Design and 

Engineering Software

 9+ million users, across 700,000+ companies

 A growing student community of 500,000+ members

 2+ million students trained each year

Image created in Autodesk ® 3ds Max® software
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Empower our customers 

to design, manufacture 

and market the world’s

best products.



© 2009 Autodesk © 2008 Autodesk 

“Sustainability” = what?

Meeting the needs of the 
present while improving

the ability of future 
generations to meet their 
own needs.
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Our sustainability mission is to 
simplify and democratize 
sustainable design

AUTODESK

100+ PRODUCTS

9 MILLION USERS

BILLIONS OF PEOPLE

Autodesk’s Sustainability Strategy
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BILLIONS OF PEOPLE

From Davos: “By 2030, our world economy will 
host two billion new consumers.”
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9 Million customers 
= far more than one 
way of looking at a 
problem
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Autodesk/ASME Sustainable Trend Watch: 2009

Survey results can be 

found at:

Autodesk.com/green
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Population: Current ASME members 

Method: Two e-mail messages with 

hotlinks to online survey

Sample: 59,891 ASME members with

primary mailing addresses in the U.S.

Mailout: October 30 and November 12, 2009

Close: November 24, 2009

Completed Mailout: 53,124 successful deliveries

Respondents: 3,029 completed responses

Response Rate: 5.7%

Survey Overview: Professionals
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Population: Current ASME student members 

Method: Two e-mail messages with 

hotlinks to online survey

Sample: 21,028 ASME student members with

primary mailing addresses in the U.S.

Mailout: October 30 and November 12, 2009

Close: November 24, 2009

Completed Mailout: 19,943 successful deliveries

Respondents: 1,354 completed responses

Response Rate: 6.8%

Survey Overview: Students
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Key Trends:

 Despite the challenging economy, respondents continue to say that 

they believe sustainable design will be further incorporated into 

their work in 2010.

 For the second consecutive year, two-thirds of participating 

mechanical engineers have worked on sustainable products.

 More than half of ASME student members are involved with 

sustainable design in their studies.

 Top drivers of sustainable design practices are: regulatory 

requirements, rising energy costs and client demand. 
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2009 vs 2008

N = 2,927 / 2,367
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Trend One: Sustainable design on the rise.
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Trend Two: 2/3 of Engineers Worked on 

Sustainable Products.

2009 Involvement with Sustainability

Extremely Involved

Somewhat 
Involved

Neither Involved 
nor Univolved

Somewhat 
Uninvolved

Not at All Involved

67%
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Trend Three: ASME student members continue 

to be involved with sustainable design in their 

studies.

• Over half have sustainable design project or class

•92% are involved in looking up sustainability information 

and participating in sustainability causes

• 86% believe sustainable design results in product 

innovation
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Trend Four: Top drivers are regulatory 

requirements, rising energy costs and client 

demand. 
2009

N = 2,900 / 2,454
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Sustainable Design in the Workflow

1. Conceptual Design

2. Materials Selection

3. Process Selection

4. Reporting
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1. Need for integrated workflows
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Digital Prototyping 

Electrical  &
Electronic Design

Manufacturing &  
Production

Process 

Management

Styling & 
Surfacing

Supply Chain 
Collaboration

Packaging & 
Assembly design

Product Simulation 
& Validation

Operational
Support

Compliance 
Management

Data & BOM 

Management

Mold Tool Design 
& Simulation

Conceptual 

Design

Manufacturing 
Simulation

Marketing 
Communications

Plastic component 

design

Documentation

Detailed 
Mechanical Design

Customer 
evaluation
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2. New workforce is coming—”green”
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All Images used under Creative Commons license. Top row & bottom left images: Greenpeace 350 Flickr Group; Bottom right, Julien Nadeau.
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3. Is sustainability a fad?
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Average

Rating

Projects that follow sustainable and/or green design principles

typically have higher design costs 6.62

Designing sustainable and/or green products results 

in more product innovation 6.52

The people I work with are increasingly interested in sustainable

and/or green design principles in mechanical systems 5.99

Incorporating sustainable and/or green design practices

is too complex for my company 3.67

To what extent do you agree or disagree with each

of the following statements about the use of sustainable 

and/or green design principles in the design,

production and operation of manufactured products?

(Rating 1 to 10, where 1 is ñmost disagreeò and 10 is ñmost agreeò)

N = 2,919
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Images courtesy of Walmart Stores, Inc.
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9 Million customers 
= far more than one 
way of looking at a 
problem
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Autodesk.com/green


